
Are we on track? 
Taking stock of ocean conservation in the 
Scotian Shelf and Bay of Fundy Region

What’s holding us back?

Global experience has proven that MPA networks offer a powerful prescription for ecological and economic 
health.

The benefits include:

 • More plants and animals per square metre of ocean
 • A wider range of species
 • Bigger commercial fish stocks, including larger fish that produce more young
 • Increased income for fishing communities 
 • Streamlined rules for resource users
 • Opportunities for eco-tourism 
 • More resilient ecosystems that can better cope with the challenges of climate change

 
But to realize these benefits, we need a plan to dramatically increase the level of ocean protection — a plan 
that includes actions, timelines and interim rules to protect vulnerable species and spaces before the 
opportunity is lost. 

To learn more about the solutions, and about what our organisations are doing to help make this happen, go 
to www.wwf.ca/oceansaction. 

This report is updated and adapted from more detailed work done by a group of NGOs in partnership with Fisheries and Oceans 
Canada. The original work was designed to inform conservation planning on the Scotian Shelf and Bay of Fundy Region. A report 
is available which describes the full analysis.
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Marine protected areas are a crucial tool for helping damaged 
ocean ecosystems recover. Three environmental groups have 
taken a snapshot of the state of marine protection in the 
waters off Nova Scotia and New Brunswick.

WWF’s mission is to stop the degradation of the 
planet’s natural environment and to build a future 
in which humans live in harmony with nature by:

 • conserving the world’s biological 
    diversity
 • ensuring that the use of renewable   
   natural resources is sustainable
 • promoting the reduction of pollution and
     wasteful consumption
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